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O

n August 1, 2007, the I-35W bridge spanning the Mississippi River in Minneapolis suddenly collapsed. Dozens of unsuspecting people were injured and at least nine were killed.

The U.S. Department of Transportation says 100,000 bridges in this country are structurally deficient. “As bad as they are, bridges are in better shape than the rest of our infrastructure, says Thomas Rooney, president of Insituform Technologies of St. Louis, Missouri. The EPA reports 3.5 million people got sick last year from 73,000 sewer pipe breaks around the country.” 

"Maybe some were accidents," he says. "But when something happens 73,000 times, that is no longer accidental. That is negligence." 

As I reflected on this I thought about the most critical infrastructure of all, not made from concrete and steel, but of flesh and blood … America’s children.

Friends, the corrosive influences at work in today’s society are unprecedented, and are taking a huge toll on the minds and hearts of American kids. 

Three days after the collapse of the I-35W bridge, three young college-bound friends were lined up against a schoolyard wall in Newark, NJ and shot dead, one of the city’s most chilling slaughters in recent memory. In response, one person wrote, “Our media glorifies violence. The media uses violence as a way to entertain us. The message is that killing each other is the only way to problem solve. It's ingrained in our psyche.” 

This is precisely why The Camp-aign for American Kids was created. Working through a national network of FVPs (Faith-&-Values Oriented Outdoor Education Programs) The Camp-aign has the capacity to infuse the hearts and minds of thousands upon thousands of young people with the key survival values they will need in the future to be safe … and to keep one another safe.

I recall a story about a man, standing on a railroad track, saying smugly, “Why should I worry about changing the future? I’m not going to be around anyway. After all, I’ve already done my part.” At that point the man steps off of the railroad track. Behind him is a little girl, still standing on the tracks. And behind her, an oncoming freight train – bearing down upon her.
The reports are true … America’s infrastructure is corroding and in need of fixing. But let’s first repair the decaying backbone of America, the spirit of its young people, through The Camp-aign for American Kids. To do otherwise is like using our resources to build a enormous bridge … that leads to absolutely nowhere. For more information please visit www.ForAmericanKids.org
Help Light The Fire. Your pledge of $25 a month can send three kids to camp every year!
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