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Excess or Abscess? – Spring, 2008
R

ecently a faithful donor to The Camp-aign for American Kids sent an article from the May 20, 2008 edition of the Nashua, New Hampshire Telegraph. The headline read, “Disaster fatigue leads to drop in US charitable giving.” The piece was a revealing commentary on the changing attitudes concerning the seemingly unending plea for overseas disaster relief contributions from Americans.

The crux of the article was that because people have been bombarded by the media with news of faraway disasters (let’s face it: that’s what sells newspapers) generosity has turned to fear and donors have begun pulling back. Consider these thoughts: “A string of tragedies can make potential donors feel nervous about their own safety…;” in addition to, “… doubts whether aid will get through…” as well as, “an inclination to save pennies because of shaky economic times at home,” (page  5).

Such comments are significant because they belong to the mounting number of thinly veiled revelations about what actually is driving the American psyche as a whole in our time. When have donors ever stopped giving before because they felt “nervous about their own safety”? What exactly are the American people sensing? The comment about “shaky economic times at home” is but a euphemism. That’s just the tip of the iceberg. Americans are in trouble and they know it. The signs are everywhere. As Lee Iococca recently stated, “I hardly recognize this country anymore.”

While China, India and the Middle East accumulate unimaginable, vast stockpiles of wealth America is slowly being hamstrung. Gradually we are being diminished … in nearly every respect. And ironically, unless we turn our attention to the disaster taking place in our very midst our proud history of generosity to relief programs overseas will also diminish.

The time has come for us turn our attention to the disaster by which we are being consumed here at home. This we ignore to our peril. The very best place to start … indeed, the only place to begin if we wish to maximize both time and cost-effectiveness … is with our very own population of young people, rather than someone else’s. 
Through the thousands of faith & values-oriented outdoor education programs (FVPs) across the country we have the ability to profoundly affect the development of a child’s value system regarding such issues as: materialism, moderation, tolerance, xenophobia, gender issues, religious dynamics, teamwork, oppression, honor, courage, kindness and so much more. In order to maintain a healthy, stable and growing civilization, a nation of people, no matter how diverse, must actively promote, maintain and honor a volume of core human values concerning such issues. It is truly a matter of national security.

Perhaps, as the article stated, “A string of tragedies can make potential donors feel nervous about their own safety.” But I suspect the kinds of trends that are making Americans uneasy are the ones occurring right here at home: the epidemic of campus shootings, the increase in suicides, the drugging of our children, and the pressure to acquire not merely success, but outrageous excess. Excess, or abscess?
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