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On February 14, 2008, Valentine’s Day, a young man kicked through a door at Northern Illinois University and began shooting, killing or wounding as many students as possible before taking his own life. This was the fourth shooting at a U.S. school within a week.

Such public expressions of violence, anger, frustration, isolation and hopelessness among youth are now at an all time high.

[image: image4.emf]Americans are asking, “What in the world is happening to the youth of our country!? When did such violence in schools and disrespect for teachers begin? Why is sexually explicit imagery used by the media to influence even the youngest of our children? What can be done about it?”

Social service institutions are simply overwhelmed. The youth programs of our churches are struggling. Parents desperately need help and are at their wits’ end as to what to do and how to cope. 

Our helping institutions – public schools, churches, social services – are certainly not to blame. On the contrary, they too are being hamstrung by the corrosive forces at work in modern American society.

There are over 1,000 Faith & Values Outdoor Education Programs, or FVPs, throughout the United States. They are in every state, and represent virtually every faith tradition, including Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic.

While no two FVPs are exactly alike, they all share the common goal of character building, striving to infuse soft-wired youngsters with key functional values, such as kindness, trust, friendship, moderation, faith, forgiveness, teamwork, tolerance, courage, respect, and generosity.



An old adage states, “It is better to build a fence at the top of a cliff, than to put an ambulance at the bottom.” When referring to the lives of children, such words take on an alarming sense of urgency.

That’s why The Camp-aign for American Kids focuses on pre-habilitation instead of rehabilitation. In our day, the sheer number of children in crisis far outweighs the capacity of helping agencies. And when it comes to the lives of innocent children, an ounce of prevention can help avoid years of unnecessary heartache and misery.

The Camp-aign for American Kids emphasizes the need to empower children before they become ‘hard-wired’ by the corrosive forces at work in society.

The Camp-aign helps infuse the hearts and minds of youngsters – while they are still ‘soft-wired’ – with the tools they will need to meet the challenges of adulthood.

America’s network of FVPs is the only configuration of its kind in the U.S. with the capacity to empower children, en masse, by the tens of thousands, before they become hardened by the cares and concerns of life.
Your congregation can join this effort by
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 Congregation. As such, youngsters and their families would be referred to your community of worship for further guidance and direction.


“Most of the United States’ 25 largest church bodies lost members or experienced no growth in the past year,” according to the National Council of Churches. Unable to attract new people, congregations are now closing their doors in record numbers. The Camp-aign for American Kids can help reverse this trend.

1. Your congregation will receive visibility at The Camp-aign’s website. Families searching for a place of worship that emphasizes the well-being of children will be encouraged to visit your congregation.

2. Reference will be made to your congregation in local Camp-aign mailings
to help you recruit new members.

3. Children in your area receiving camp-ership aid through The Camp-aign will be encouraged to visit your congregation, along with their families, for spiritual direction.

4. Affiliation with The Camp-aign may be included in your Congregation’s promotional literature as a means of attracting new members.
5. Your congregation will receive visibility during any local Camp-aign event and event-related media promotions.

6. Your congregation may add a Camp-aign link to its web site as a way of demonstrating a commitment to the well-being of youth.
(Rev.8-610)


Please detach and mail/email to: Camp-aign HQ; 11616 Long Meadow Dr, Glen Allen, VA 23059 or, HQ@ForAmericanKids.org
For more information phone 804-928-6222.

[image: image2]
~ A Proven Strategy ~





The Goals


1) To dramatically raise awareness throughout the U.S. about the life-saving value of our nation’s network of FVPs.





2) To help provide “Camp-ership” aid to the thousands of children who want to attend an FVP but cannot due to financial hardship.





Please visit www.ForAmericanKids.org


or, phone (804) 928-6222 today for more.





A teacher in Massachusetts reports that,


“The situation in schools now has become


so difficult that some days it’s more like


taming lions than teaching kids.”





                  The Mission


To enable children to overcome the forces at work upon the minds and hearts of today’s young people that have led to a record level of school shootings, incarcerations, acts of cruelty, violence and sexual offense in America.





~ Application ~





~ The Benefits ~





~ A Difficult Situation ~





~ A Dynamic Solution ~








YES! ______________________________________________________________


                                          Name of Congregation                         City                    / State





wants to be listed as a � congregation





and will guide and nurture those referred to us by 


The Camp-aign for American Kids.





Name__���__________________�����_______________ Date ___________





Position in Congregation ____�_____________��������__________________


Signature________________________________











~ The Benefits ~








Becoming a  �  Congregation








