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“STAB-PROOF school uniforms are on sale for the first time as worried parents rush to protect youngsters from spiraling knife crime,” writes Samantha Wostear (August 14, 2007)

Mothers are paying to have school blazers and sweaters lined with Kevlar — the material used in armored vests worn by troops in Iraq. Kevlar is a light synthetic fiber that can be spun into a fabric five times stronger than steel.
The chilling move comes after seven boys under 16 died in knife attacks within two months this year.
Some kids as young as 10 are now asking about stab vests in stores even though retailers aren't allowed to sell them to them without parental permission.
Isobel Ball, 39, purchased a stab-vest after her daughter Amy, 13, was mugged for her cell phone on a school bus. She said: “I’ve been worried sick. Knife crime is a real problem facing the youth of today. She’ll have a stab-proof blazer for as long as she’s at school, or until the Government does something.” Amy said: “I feel a lot more at ease knowing I’m protected.”

Kimberley Starr supports stab-proof clothes for children since her daughter Bridie, 14, was knifed in the stomach outside of school. Care worker Kimberley, 45, said: “If she had been wearing it, she wouldn’t have had to spend two weeks in hospital.”
COMMENTS:

1. “Kids wearing Kevlar to school? This is the end of the world as we know it!”

2. “I was flabbergasted when I heard the new on the radio this morning. How dare anyone suggest that we put our kids in stab proof uniforms. HELLO? Doesn’t this shout out that there is a problem? We should be safe on the streets. What is the world coming to?”

3. “I can understand the need to protect yourself. I saw someone get stabbed in the hall of my school and just last week they took a loaded pistol off one of my classmates. These are dangerous times…”
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